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TODAY’S FREE SPORTS BETTING TIPS… 
Footie Flutters - Win Bet - Newcastle v Fulham/West Ham v Watford 15:00 - 
Newcastle/West Ham @ 21/20 - 11/8  

RaceFan 
Win Bet - Newcastle 12:10 - Absolutely Dylan @ 6/4  

Betting Development  
Win Bet - Haydock 15:15 - Theo's Charm @ 10/3 
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Rick’s Sports Betting: Bookmakers Offer Extra Places 
On Major Races - By Rick Elliott


Bookmakers are constantly looking at ways to encourage their customers to 
bet. Apparently only 2% of sports bettors consistently make money so the 
vast majority gamble more than they get back. The number crunchers at 
bookmakers know that profit margins work in their favour so over the time the 
house will win. Operators strive to attract new customers and maintain the 
loyalty of existing customers with offers and concessions and one of those is 
extra places on major races. 


Each way terms are fixed and there are industry standards with which all 
bookmakers comply. The place odds and the number of places depends on 
the type of race and the number of runners. The most used terms are one fifth 
the odds for three places. However, each way bets are settled at one quarter 
the odds for the first four places for handicaps with 16 runners or more. In 
general these place terms apply for a handicap with 16 runners and the Grand 
National which has a maximum field of 40 runners.  


The Gambling Commission has got more strict with compliance. Bookmakers 
free bets must be transparent and achievable. The terms and conditions must 
be clear and unambiguous and the staking requirements have to be feasible. 
The headline value of a free bet might look impressive but the odds restrictions 
and turnover requirements can negate some of the benefits. Bookmakers are 
moving away from the concept of the free bet and more towards race and 
sport specific concessions. 


This trend is prevalent with horse racing and two of the most common 
concessions are non runner/no bet and Best Odds Guaranteed. However, 
these promises are now used across the board and all the major bookmakers 
make the guarantees. Free bets for new customers attract new players but 
bookmakers are also keen to keep their customers. In a competitive sector 
bookmakers are looking at ways to encourage their customers to deposit 
funds and place bets and offering extra places is part of that strategy.   


Extra places are usually offered for the high profile handicaps that are live on 
television on Saturday. In normal circumstances punters get paid out on four 
places in a handicap with 20 runners which equates to 20% of the field. If a 
bookmaker settles each way bets on the fifth horse 25% of the field are 
covered in each way betting. However, to maintain profit margins bookmakers 
will offer lower odds than competitors who apply standard place terms. This 
market adjustment will be subtle but it will take place. Bookmakers do not 
provide free lunches. 
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Clever punters can use extra places to guarantee a profit on a race or break 
even. This involves laying a horse on the place market on a betting exchange 
when four places apply and then backing a horse with a bookmaker that offers 
the extra place. The win element of the bet is eliminated by placing an 
equivalent lay bet at about the same odds. The net result is a free bet in the 
place market with a bookmaker that offers the extra place. The gains are only 
marginal but there is no risk.  


With the demise of the free bet and the need for compliance bookmakers are 
looking at alternatives. Offering an extra place or more on big handicaps is one 
way to generate business. The regular punter has to trade off lower prices but 
those with experience of matched betting can make a risk free profit. 


Today's Sports Betting Preview - By Rick Elliott


Teams Don’t Win More Points With A New Boss In Charge 

A detailed analysis of results in the Premier League has revealed that when a club 
sack their manager there is no dramatic improvement in results. In fact a team that 
makes a management change earn about the same number of points as what would 
be expected for their position in the table with the sacked boss in charge. 


Ole Gunnar Solskjaer has very little experience of managing at the top level but is a 
former iconic player. He is the caretaker manager of Manchester United and his first 
match is today against Cardiff City, the club he managed when they were relegated 
in 2014. Despite being seen as a defensive team under Jose Mourinho United’s 
away matches in the Premier League this season have averaged almost four goals. 
BOTH TEAMS TO SCORE is the bet at 10/11 when they visit Cardiff today.  


The Arsenal defence will have the look of the second string when they play Burnley 
at the Emirates. The back line is depleted and Arsenal have lost their last two 
matches after an unbeaten run of 22 fixtures in all competitions. Burnley’s seventh 
place finish last season was based on a solid defence but they are conceding goals 
for fun this season against the better opposition. 


Arsenal have found the net two times or more in all but four of their 17 league 
matches this season. Ten of those matches have been won and in seven of the wins 
both teams have scored. The home team have conceded in nine of their last 10 
matches in the Premier League which means the best bet is BOTH TEAMS TO 
SCORE again at Evens with William Hill. 


The feature race at Ascot today is the Grade 1 JLT Hurdle over three miles and half a 
furlong at 2.25. It’s a major trial for the stayers’ hurdle at the Cheltenham Festival 
and five horses have won both races. The race has a history of producing multiple 
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winners and Unowhatimeanharry prevailed in 2016. However, on ratings CALL ME 
LORD is the horse to back at 4/1 with Paddy Power. 


Trackside In Ireland - By Declan O’Donoghue


Cheltenham Champion Bumper winner Relegate got beaten in her first effort 
over hurdles in controversial circumstances at Punchestown, but it all came 
right at nearby Naas on Tuesday.


Well, just about, for the 4/5 hot pot was all out under a brilliant Ruby Walsh 
ride to beat Caravation 9/1 and market rival Barrington Court 13/8.


Willie Mullins was impressed by Ruby's inspired ride: "I thought he was very 
good as she probably didn't help him over the last two flights when she was 
probably going a bit too fast" he said.


Mind you, if she's finding mares maiden hurdles that difficult to win, we'd 
probably best not get carried away just yet about her potential. 


Mullins feels though that stepping up in trip from two miles will be a big help, 
though he will keep her to mares races for the time being. 


It wasn't all plain sailing for Mullins though as another 4/5 fancy Face The 
Facts was beaten by 14/1 shot Embrun Mitja representing Henry de Bromhead 
and Rachael Blackmore in the opener.


And in the beginners chase de Bromhead and Blackmore again defied Mullins 
and Paul Townend when A Plus Tard 4/1 stayed on stoutly to beat even money 
jolly Duc Des Genievres. 


It was good to see Arthur Moore back in the winners enclosure when the Barry 
Geraghty ridden At Your Ease 6/4 won a maiden hurdle for J P McManus. 


Moore said: "He will go straight over fences now, he's a staying chaser in the 
making. That two miles was plenty sharp enough for him but his class saw him 
through.


McManus also scored with the Joseph O'Brien trained Punches Cross 7/1 who 
scooted home under Mark Walsh in the handicap chase. 


Joseph sounded more relieved than anything. "He's been disappointing but 
things worked out for him today."
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"He's not a fella I'd be trusting with my life but it's nice that he's after winning 
a race now" he explained.


Clearly not one for the notebook then.


There's no doubt that Joseph - who has trained well over 100 winners on the 
flat this year - is now a real threat to the traditional Willie Mullins/Gordon Elliott 
domination of Irish jumps racing and that can only be a good thing.


Sometimes though the layers - and the players - can be so obsessed with the 
"big three" that great value can be found elsewhere and nowhere was that 
more evident than in the concluding bumper.


The Gavin Cromwell trained Jeremys Flame had posted two very solid efforts 
in hot Galway bumpers yet incredibly she was chalked up at 16/1 in places in 
the morning.


At the track she was 12/1 early doors and that was quickly mopped up, she 
touched "eights" and was sent off a 9/1 chance.


She made every post a winning one for Mark O'Hare - who has been around 
for quite a while but is red hot in bumpers just now - to win almost eased 
down. 


And Cromwell thinks she'll be even better when the ground turns really soft but 
she'll not be rushed and probably won't race too often this season. 


Declan's Irish Racing Service is really on the ball right now and recent 
winners were Jeremys Flame 16/1 (won 9/1) and a stunning four out of 
four at Dundalk last Friday - Rag Tatter 12/1 (won 8/1); Beau Warrior 4/1; 
Lady De Vesci 10/3 (won 5/2) and Alfredo Arcano 15/8 (won 6/4). Other 
recent winners were Dunvegan 7/2 (won 3/1), Harrie 9/4 (won 4/5); Min 6/5 
(won evens) and Tornado Flyer evens (won 4/9). 

Sign up now for all the Christmas action - including four days at both 
Leopardstown and Limerick - and the inside line on Irish runners in the 
UK.  
 


CLICK HERE FOR DECLAN'S IRISH RACING 
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