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Win Bet - Newcastle (A.W) 17:15 - Harry George @ 3/1  
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Can Tiger Woods Win His Own Event? - By Ian Hudson


There were signs that Tiger Woods could still compete at the highest level in the 
Hero World Challenge this time last year. It was the former world number one’s first 
tournament of any kind for over a year and he played well enough to suggest his 
professional career was not over. Woods steadily moved up the world rankings in 
2018, led the Open Championship at the start of the back nine and won the Tour 
Championship at the end of the regular season. He returns to the Hero World 
Challenge this week at number 13 in the world rankings having been 1,199th 12 
months ago before finishing tied 9th in the event.   


It was appropriate that Woods played competitively for the first time in 15 months at 
the Hero World Challenge. He hosts the event which benefits the Tiger Woods 
Foundation. The field is limited to just 18 players and it is a non-official Tour event. 
However, there is plenty of prize money up for grabs and world ranking points on 
offer. The invited field consists of the most recent winners of the four majors, the 11 
best available players from the world rankings and the defending champion. Two 
additional players receive special exemptions. Most of the qualified players are 
competing but Open champion, Francesco Molinari, and Rory McIlroy have not 
accepted the invitation. .  


The event has been played at the Albany development in the Bahamas since 2015. 
The course was designed by Ernie Els and its location means wind is often a factor. 
There are five par 5s on the par 72 track over 7,309 yards. Last year the field 
averaged 70.333 and Rickie Fowler returned a winning score of 18 under. The four 
winning scores on the track have been 18 under twice, 25 under and 26 under. The 
strongest winds are expected on Saturday and rain is forecast for Sunday but the 
winning score will still be around 20 under. Putting well is a requirement for getting in 
the mix. 


Even though the Hero World Challenge is not an official US PGA Tour event it has 
brought together the best players in the world who will want to beat their peers. 
There are not many occasions when most of the top 10 players in the world rankings 
compete in the same event. Woods’ name is probably a draw because the current 
professionals know how much he has done for the game and helped boost the prize 
money that they are competing for to win. The 14 times major champion was the 
best player in the world when the current crop were growing up and working 
towards a career in professional golf. However, Woods is not fancied to win this 
week.


Justin Rose is a local resident but the Bahamas based player has a poor record at 
Albany. In a small field form figures of 13th – Withdrawn – Tied 5th are nothing 
special but that could change this week. Rose has finished in the top four in all but 
one of his last five starts and recently won the Turkish Airlines Open in Europe. Rose 
is currently at number two in the world rankings, behind Brooke Koepka who won 
two major championships in 2018. He could end the year at the pinnacle of the 
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sport but winning this week is required with Koepka finishing down the field. 
However, another player is preferred.        


Dustin Johnson does not have the best course from which is surprising because he 
has a game suited to Albany. At his best Johnson does everything well and if the 
putts drop he will be difficult to beat. Johnson can overpower par 5s so he should 
have plenty of eagle and birdie opportunities this week. Woods would be a popular 
winner of his own event but the head is ruling the heart in making Johnson the 
selection.   


Today's Sports Betting Preview - By Rick Elliott


Liverpool Can Win A Point In Paris 

Love him or hate him you can’t deny the fact that Jose Mourinho has managed 
teams in 14 seasons in the Champions League and they have all qualified for the 
knockout stages. Jurgen Klopp is now under pressure to see Liverpool through and 
a draw against Paris St-Germain tonight would be a massive step in that direction.  
Klopp’s teams don’t generally do bore draws but one point would be vital in the 
group context. 


A win in Paris could be enough to progress to the last 16 but the group is tight and 
the result of the match between Napoli and Red Star Belgrade has to be factored 
into the dynamic. PSG have conceded at least one goal in their last eight 
Champions League matches and are better going forward than defending. Liverpool 
can get the result they crave with a DRAW which is 3/1 with bet365.


A draw is not enough for Tottenham against Inter Milan at Wembley tonight to stay in 
the hunt to get out of the group. The pitch has been declared acceptable by UEFA 
but Tottenham beat Chelsea despite it and not because of it in the Premier League 
on Saturday. A point for Inter will suffice to qualify for the next round and they have 
scored in 12 of their last 13 matches in all competitions. 


The eight matches played in the group so far have produced 27 goals and a tally of 
two or more reached in all of those fixtures. Inter will be delighted with a draw and 
will be cautious during the opening exchanges. If there hasn’t been a goal before 
half-time Tottenham will push forward leaving space at the back and in midfield. The 
best betting angle is more goals in the SECOND HALF at 21/20.    


It’s an ordinary day for racing with two jumps and AW fixtures in Britain and a jumps 
meeting at Punchestown in Ireland. The richest race on the card is the novice chase 
over two miles and four furlongs (2.30). Poli Roi is the favourite but the distance may 
be too sharp for the horse. At a much bigger price KILDORREY is top rated and gets 
7 pounds because the jockey is a claimer so looks a decent bet at 9/1 with Coral.     
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