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TODAY’S FREE SPORTS BETTING TIPS… 
StatMan  
Win Bet - Fakenham 16:00 - Skandiburg @ 4/5  

Early Odds  
Win Bet - Nottingham 13:10 - Garrison Commander @ 5/1  

Declan O'Donoghue - Irish Racing  
Win Bet - Dundalk (A.W) 14:50 - Sky Moon @ 11/8 
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Ryder Cup Pedigree Players Win In Turkey - By Ian Hudson


The Turkish Airlines Open is the first of the three playoff events which will determine 
who wins the Race to Dubai and it would be appropriate if Francesco Molinari was 
the top dog in Europe this season. The Italian won the two most prestigious events 
played in Britain and won five points from five matches in the Ryder Cup. He leads 
the Race to Dubai by over 1.2 million points and the player in second place is his 
partner in crime, Tommy Fleetwood. 


Molinari and Fleetwood form golf’s most famous bromance and it would be great for 
European golf if they went head-to-head in Dubai over the weekend with the title up 
for grabs. Fleetwood was the European number one last season and a win this week 
with Molinari not playing would make the Race to Dubai interesting with just two 
remaining qualifying events. The Turkish Airlines Open is being played at a golf 
resort in Antayla for the third successive year. Justin Rose and Thorbjorn Olesen are 
the course winners taking part.    


The course is a par 71 and measures 7,159 yards. There is only one par 5 on the 
front nine and it measures over 600 yards. The two other long holes at 12 and 15 are 
reachable in two shots so there will be plenty of eagles and birdie opportunities. 
Seven of the par 4s measure less than 450 yards on a course that rewards accuracy 
over distance. The layout suits Rose more than Fleetwood but both players have 
had long and mentally demanding seasons and other players are preferred. 


Rose birdied the 72nd hole to clinch the Turkish Airlines Open in 2017. It was his 
second win in two weeks and 10th European Tour title. In the tournament’s five year 
history no player has won back-to-back and Rose needs a good week to get into 
contention for the Race to Dubai. He is over 2 million points behind Molinari and 
would have to win at least twice during the playoffs to overhaul the race leader. Rory 
McIlroy is fifth in the standings but is not playing in Turkey. 


The Turkish Airlines Open was added to the European Tour schedule in 2013 and 
every winner has been a past or future Ryder Cup player. Brooks Koepka won the 
tournament in 2014 and after winning two majors in 2018 is currently the world 
number one. The nature of the course and the prize money at stake means the 
cream rises to the top and one of the leading contenders prevails. The champion is 
of Ryder Cup calibre and Thorbjorn Olesen played for Europe in the match this year.        


In winning last year Rose was fifth for driving accuracy and 2nd for greens in 
regulation. He also finished in the top 15 for driving distance and GIR putting so 
clearly a player must have a good all-round game to contend. Olesen was fifth last 
year when he was first for putts per round and fifth for putting when finding the 
green in the correct number of shots. His driving and second shot accuracy falls 
short of the standard required to win this week but his putting could compensate. 
However, another Ryder Cup player has the game to beat the field. 
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Ian Poulter has not played much golf in Europe this season because he has a PGA 
Tour card. He is based in the States and concentrates on the US tour. He had 
another good Ryder Cup in France last month and confidence restored he is not 
afraid to get in contention in the lucrative events. This week Poulter could become 
another Ryder Cup player to win the Turkish Airlines Open and start thinking about 
winning the Race to Dubai.     


Today's Sports Betting Preview - By Rick Elliott

    

Derby Can Take Chelsea Beyond 90 Minutes  

Tonight’s fourth round tie in the EFL Cup at Stamford Bridge between Chelsea and 
Derby is not just about Frank Lampard. The former Blues stalwart may briefly head 
to the home dressing room but he is bringing a side to London full of confidence 
and players who are buying into his ideas. Lampard returns to his former club for the 
first time in a professional capacity and the crowd should give him a warm welcome. 
The Chelsea legend’s old club have not lost in 14 matches this season. 


The Chelsea supporters may not be feeling so generous at the end of 90 minutes 
because Derby can extend the tie. Chelsea are unbeaten in the Premier League and 
Derby are a team in form. Ability might tell in the end but Derby are good enough to 
secure a DRAW after 90 minutes  which is 5/1 with Betfair. Derby have scored in 9 
of their 11 away games in all competitions this season. 


There are three more ties in the EFL Cup tonight and the most intriguing one is 
between West Ham and Tottenham at the former Olympic Stadium. The home team 
have found their feet under Manuel Pellegrini but something is not right at the club 
who have not moved into their new stadium. Tottenham spent very little in the 
summer and their home matches are being played on a Wembley pitch that is also 
staging NFL matches. Real Madrid are looking for a new manager and Spurs boss 
MAURICIO POCHETTINO has been backed and he is now 5/2 with Ladbrokes to 
be the next manager at the Bernabeu.    


The big jumps racing news is that Samcro will stay over hurdles and has now 
deposed two-time winner Buveur D’Air as the favourite for the Champion Hurdle at 
Cheltenham next March. Roaring Lion has got a bad draw so has drifted in the 
betting for the Breeders’ Cup Classic. We are talking brilliant race horses and in 
comparison its much inferior animals running at Nottingham today. MOYASSAR has 
the form and rating to win the richest race at 2.10. The horse is the banker in the 
nursery handicap over five furlongs and is 6/4 with bet365 to win the race.  
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