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Win Bet - Goodwood 15:35 - Threading @ 9/2  
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Win Bet - Goodwood 14:00 - Pablo Escobar @ 8/13 

Racing Delights - Win Bet - Perth 14:10/14:40 - Brandy James/Make My Heart 
Fly double @ 11/8-11/10 
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US Form Edge To Decide Ryder Cup - By Ian Hudson


The average world ranking of the United States players is 11.17 compared to 19.08 
for Europe so on form the US should win the Ryder Cup in France. There have been 
similar variances in the past but the sum has been better than the individual parts for 
Europe who then win against the odds. However, this year’s host course at Le Golf 
National near Paris favours the visitors so the United States can retain the Ryder 
Cup. As defending champions a 14-14 draw will suffice. In any case another close 
match is anticipated but Europe look like being second best. 


There have been a number of variations to the qualifying process which may have 
favoured the United States but they have not taken advantage. For the 2018 version 
which starts on Friday each team consists of eight automatic qualifiers and four 
wildcard picks. Thomas Bjorn (Europe) and Jim Furyk (United States) have taken a 
slightly different approach in completing their teams with their choices. World 
ranking and Ryder Cup qualifying points determined the eight players in the teams 
by rights and the make-up influenced the captain’s picks.


Every Ryder Cup captain has faced the dilemma of weighing up the value of current 
form against experience. The pressure of performing in the Ryder Cup is unique and 
a player must be confident with his game as any flaws will be found out. Golf is a 
game about confidence but that can be fragile. A player can be going well and then 
one bad hole disrupts the momentum. In general in form players will have the better 
mentality than more experienced players struggling with their game. Bjorn has 
totally gone down the experienced route.


The average world ranking of his four picks is 26.75 and they are all aged between 
38 and 42. Paul Casey, Sergio Garcia, Henrik Stenson and Ian Poulter have played 
in 20 previous Ryder Cups in total. Bjorn had to go for the more Ryder Cup battle-
hardened because the other eight qualifiers include five rookies who have never 
played in the Ryder Cup before. The three qualifiers with Ryder Cup experience 
have appeared in 10 of the biennial matches against the United States. 


Furyk had to deal with two rookies in the original eight so the average world ranking 
of his picks comes in at 15.59, more than 11 places more than the picks 
representing Europe. His wildcard selections have played in 18 Ryder Cups but 
Tiger Woods and Phil Mickelson are the only contributors because Bryson 
DeChambeau and Tony Finau are debutants.  The US qualifiers on points and 
ranking have played in 16 Ryder Cups in the past. 


The figures for both sides present the balance between form and experience. The 
US team have generally been playing better over the last 12 months while the 
European team is more experienced. In terms of major championship wins the US 
are well in front but the overall total is distorted by the 14 majors that Tiger Woods 
has won. Nine US players have won at least one major while only five Europeans 
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have won at the highest level. Rory McIlroy is Europe’s only multiple major winner 
while five Americans have won two or more. 


Six Europeans have a Ryder Cup win record of 50% or more and four US players 
have won at least half of their matches. However, all four of Bjorn’s wildcards have 
achieved that 50% plus win percentage and the four US players with a better than 
half win record qualified by right. So the record and experience of the picks visa 
versa the form of the eight qualifiers could be key. This year form can prevail over 
experience and the United States are tipped to win the 2018 Ryder Cup. 


Today's Sports Betting Preview - By Rick Elliott

    

Liverpool And Chelsea Face Penalties 

Derby beat Manchester United at Old Trafford in the EFL Cup last night after one of 
the best ever penalty shootouts. It meant something to Jose Mourinho and Frank 
Lampard was proud to beat his old boss. There could be penalties in tonight’s tie 
between Liverpool and Chelsea at Anfield because there is be little between the two 
sides. In this competition if the scores are level after 90 minutes there is no extra 
time and the outcome is decided by penalties.  The two sides meet in the Premier 
League at Stamford Bridge on Saturday and that fixture will mean much more. 
Chelsea have scored one goal in the last nine meetings with Liverpool and on this 
occasion that might suffice to earn a DRAW which can be backed at 3/1 with 
bet365. 


The United States have not won the Ryder Cup in Europe for 25 years. The last time 
Tiger Woods was on a winning team was in 1999. Bookmakers say about 80% of 
the outright bets have been on the States. On average world rankings their 12 man 
team are the ones to beat. The Ryder Cup is being played at Le Golf National near 
Paris so the match comes to France for the first time. The Europeans have more 
experience of the layout because it hosts the French Open but the set up could be 
different this week. The last four holes provide a perfect amphitheatre for matchplay 
golf and most of the 28 matches will be decided over the finishing stretch. The 
biggest winning margin is 4 and 3 at 25/1 with Ladbrokes which would mean every 
match reaching the 15th hole and beyond and no player or pairing gets a drubbing.   


There are two Flat meetings and one over jumps in Britain today while they race on 
the All-Weather at Goodwood but there is no racing in Ireland. There is £216,000 in 
prize money up for grabs at the 7 race fixture at Goodwood which is excellent for a 
midweek meeting at this time of the year. The Class 1 Listed race over one mile and 
two furlongs (3.35) offers the biggest prize fund and the race has attracted a small 
but decent field. Gabr has run well in better company this season and Spark Plug 
has a good chance on form but another runner is preferred. THREADING was 
second in a Group 1 race at Royal Ascot and that form stands out so the horse is 
tipped at 7/2 with William Hill which is a price worth taking.   
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