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Sean Haren Racing  
Win Bet - Nottingham 14:10 - Poetry @ 7/4  

The Pro Punter  
Win Bet - Galway 14:15 - Cadmium @ 11/10  

On The Nod  
Win Bet - Epsom 18:20 - Clemento @ 5/1  
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Chelsea May Have More Desire To Win The 
Community Shield - By Ian Hudson


The Community Shield brings together the Premier League champions and the 
winners of the FA Cup. The last four teams to lift the trophy in August had won the 
Cup the previous May. Nine of the 19 winners of the curtain raiser to the new season 
were the current champions this century. Manchester City won the Premier League 
by 19 points and Chelsea won the Cup. Form suggests City should oblige in the 
Community Shield but past history gives Chelsea a chance.


A guide to the outcome of the match at Wembley on Sunday is the collateral form 
with Manchester United. They finished second in both competitions but got much 
closer to beating Chelsea in the Cup final than giving City anything to worry about in 
the league. Logic would make City big favourites but Chelsea could upset the form. 
More Cup winners have won the Community Shield than Premier League champions 
since 2000. Its basically the toss of a coin. Form from the previous season is just 
about irrelevant. 


Based on outcomes this century Chelsea should be marginally odds-on to win the 
Community Shield and City should be about even money. In fact the London club 
can be backed at 11/8 to lift the trophy and that is where the value lies. Team 
selection and motivation are important in determining which side wins this pre-
season friendly. City would take a 10 nil defeat if they knew they could defend the 
Premier League title they won in such devastating fashion last season. The fixture at 
Wembley is a warm up for the new campaign and only Jose Mourinho counts it as a 
title!      


Winning the Premier League is about consistency over 38 matches while the FA Cup 
winners must come through six ties unbeaten. Over the course of the season the 
best team wins the League but the superpowers dominate the FA Cup and the 
winners are never a shock. Indeed the biggest upset in football ever was Leicester 
winning the Premier League. No team from outside the top division has won the FA 
Cup in the Premier League era. In fact only a handful of teams can win either trophy.


Manchester City have won five of the last 10 meetings, Chelsea have come out on 
top three times and there have been two draws. Both teams have scored in five of 
these fixtures and there have been more than two goals in five matches. There have 
been five wins to nil. All the key stats suggest there is an even chance of the key 
outcomes on Sunday. City beat Chelsea 1-0 in both Premier League meetings last 
season. There has been a definite outcome in the last seven fixtures. 


City have won the Premier League three times in the last six seasons. Previously 
they won the Community Shield once as the champions but also lost one match as 
the top dogs in England.  Chelsea won the Community Shield in 2000, 2005 and 
2009, but only once as the league champions and twice after winning the FA Cup. 
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So basically, there are no definite trends and the Community Shield is about which 
team turns up on the day and are motivated and Chelsea could have the edge.


Both teams will be weakened by absentees because players returning from the 
World Cup were given extra leave of absence. Pep Guardiola is now established as 
the City manager and Chelsea have a new man in charge in Maurizio Sarri. The 
outcome of the Community Shield will not matter much to Guardiola while the 
Chelsea players will want to impress the manager. That scenario could make 
Chelsea more determined to win the Community Shield so they are tipped to lift the 
trophy.     

  

Today's Sports Betting Preview - By Rick Elliott


European Football Comes Home At Burnley   

Football might not be coming home but Burnley stages European football for the 
first time since 1967 tonight. Burnley reached the quarter-final in their two previous 
campaigns in the sixties but that is a long way off just now. They play Aberdeen at 
home in the second leg of the second qualifying round of the Europa League. The 
first match in Scotland was a one-all draw. Teams that finish third in the Champions 
League groups enter the fray in the round of the last 32. Usually one of those teams 
becomes the outright favourites but at this stage of the competition BURNLEY can 
be backed at 100/1 with William Hill to win the Europa League.  


Burnley have been in training for a week less than Aberdeen so the fitness of the 
players will have come on in the last seven days and that should tell in the home leg. 
Burnley kept 12 clean sheets in the Premier League last season and the visitors to 
Turf Moor did not score in seven fixtures in the league. Aberdeen have avoided 
defeat in two of their last six away ties in European competitions. Premier League 
class should tell in this match. Burnley have an away goal up their sleeve and a 
goalless draw suffices. However, they can take the stress out of the tie with an early 
goal. The BURNLEY/BURNLEY half time/full time double result is 13/10 with 
Ladbrokes.        


Frankie Dettori was working for ITV at Goodwood yesterday but today he returns to 
the saddle after a six day ban. The most famous jockey in the world loves the 
limelight but ultimately his passion and main professional raison d’être is riding 
horses in big races. Dettori rides Veracious for Sir Michael Stoute in the Group 1 
Nassau Stakes (3.35). Horses aged three receive eight pounds from the older 
generation so Veracious gets this concession. On ratings the horse will struggle to 
beat Rhododendron who is aged four. It is another three-year-old in WILD ILLUSION 
who can benefit and win this race and that outcome is 9/2 with Betfair. 
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