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Langer Is The Player To Beat In The Senior Open - By Ian 
Hudson


Bernhard Langer never won the Open Championship but he has a great chance to 
win the Senior version for the fourth time at St. Andrews this week. The German 
player only won two majors on the regular tour but has now won 10 of the 
championships that matter most in over 50’s golf. Langer is the best Senior player in 
the world and he can confirm that status with a win at the Home of Golf. 


Langer has played in the Open 31 times and made the cut at Carnoustie last week. 
Nothing seems to have changed in his physique and method of play since he first 
played in the Open in 1976. That championship was played at Royal Birkdale and 
Langer stayed in a tent on the beach up the coast. He missed the cut that week but 
made the weekend in 24 of his Open starts.  Langer won the US Masters in 1985 
and 1993 which at first glance seems a poor return from 106 starts in the majors. 


However, he was at his peak during the halcyon days for players like Nick Faldo, 
Severiano Ballesteros and Sandy Lyle. Tom Watson was still contending in major 
championships up until the mid-eighties and Greg Norman was at his peak. Langer 
was playing in a great era and was competing against multiple major champions. He 
made the top 10 in 19 majors and was the runner-up in the Open in two years. 
Langer has taken his game to a new level since joining the Seniors Tour in 2007.


From 1984 to 1986 Langer did not finish outside the top three in the Open. He was 
tied second behind Ballesteros at St. Andrews in 1984 and was third in the next two 
Opens won by Lyle and Norman. Langer was tied fifth as recently as 2005 and was 
tied 24th in this year’s Open. He has the course form, current form and record in 
Senior majors to win at St. Andrews this week. Langer has won each of the five 
majors for the older generation so he has won the Senior career Grand Slam. 


Jerry Kelly leads the money list on the US Champions Tour and is the second 
favourite for the Senior Open. He has won just one tournament this season but has 
produced a run of consistent golf. Kelly never won a major on the regular tour and at 
aged 51 is playing a full season with the older generation for the first time. He played 
in the Open Championship 11 times but did not record a top 25 finish which 
suggests he doesn’t have a game suited to links golf. Langer should have nothing to 
fear from Kelly in Scotland this week.       


Colin Montgomerie is another player who has had more success in majors for 
Seniors than in his first career. He won the European Order of Merit eight times but 
never won a major or any tournament in the United States. However, that all 
changed after his 50th birthday and he has got both monkeys of his back. Monty 
has now won three majors for the elder statesman and won six events in total on the 
Champions Tour. He won bring the house down if he won the Senior Open in 
Scotland. 
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Paul Broadhurst was successful on the European Tour with six wins but he has had 
a new lease of life since joining the over 50s brigade. His nine Senior titles include 
four wins on the Champions Tour and two of those wins were in majors. Broadhurst 
has won a Senior event in each of the last four seasons so is clearly in his comfort 
zone at this level. However, alongside the rest of the field he is playing for second 
place behind Langer at St. Andrews this week.      


Today's Sports Betting Preview - By Rick Elliott


Celtic Can Beat Rosenborg Without Conceding 


Celtic’s progress in the Champions League has assumed a regular pattern over the 
last few seasons. They qualify by winning the Premier League in Scotland and the 
title is usually done and dusted around Easter. The Scottish champions begin their 
Champions League campaign in July and qualify for the group stages. 


There are some exciting nights at Celtic Park and Rod Stewart has been seen in the 
crowd when Barcelona are in Glasgow. However, CELTIC never progress to the 
knockout rounds and you can back them at 750/1 with Betfair to win the 
Champions League. They win everything in Scotland but are not good enough to 
compete at the group stage of the tournament.    


Celtic play Rosenborg at home this evening in the first leg of the second qualifying 
round. The winners of the tie meet AEK Athens and the team that progresses are in 
the draw for the eight groups. Celtic beat Rosenborg 1-0 on aggregate at the same 
stage last season. They won the away leg by that score and were held at home. 


The Norwegians are in the middle of their domestic season and could have a fitness 
edge. Rosenborg are in the running to win the league at home. However, CELTIC 
have better quality in their side and can win tonight’s match TO NIL and that 
outcome is 6/5 with William Hill.   


It could be a pivotal day in the Tour de France because there is a short mountain 
stage and that will suit Chris Froome. He is one minute and 39 seconds adrift of his 
Sky colleague Geraint Thomas in second place. Froome has won the Tour in four of 
the last five years. The climbing will be fearsome and that is good news for 
FROOME who is the tip to win today’s stage at 9/4 with bet365.  


There are five Flat meetings in Britain today but the richest fixture is this evening at 
Naas in Ireland. The most lucrative prize is for the fillies and mares listed race at 
7.15pm. On form and ratings COULD IT BE LOVE is the best horse and the Aidan 
O’Brien trained runner can oblige at 5/2 with Paddy Power.
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