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TODAY’S FREE SPORTS BETTING TIPS… 
The King Of Curragh  
Win Bet - Curragh 20:20 - Night Of Power @ 3/1  

Neo Investments  
Win Bet - Chester 19:40 - Call Out Loud @ 7/2  

ARH Racing  
Win Bet - Doncaster 16:30 - Sharja Silk @ 15/8  
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Saxon Warrior Looks A Good Thing But Not Withhold  
- By Ian Hudson


There are two derbies taking place on Saturday, one at the Curragh and the other at 
Newcastle. The Irish Derby name speaks for itself but in the north-east the 
Northumberland Plate is known as the Pitman’s Derby. Its an all-aged handicap 
which means the race conditions are totally different to the English Derby but it still 
the most famous and prestigious Flat race on the course. Bookmakers will be 
fearing the favourite in both races because Saxon Warrior and Withhold have been 
well backed.


Saxon Warrior was an impressive winner of the 2,000 Guineas and was a warm 
order for the Epsom Derby. Connections thought defeat was out of the question and 
there was talk of a Triple Crown. That achievement involves winning the Guineas, 
Derby and St Leger and it was last achieved by Nijinsky in 1970. The three Classics 
are run over distances from one mile to one mile six furlongs and from May to 
September. Saxon Warrior was disappointing in the Derby and finished fourth.


Ryan Moore is considered to be the best big occasion jockey in the sport. His 
services are sought for lucrative races all over the world and he is seen as a safe 
pairs of hands in the races that matter most. However, he was not at his best on 
Saxon Warrior at Epsom. The horse did not have a good position entering the 
straight. When the gaps opened Saxon Warrior was not good enough to peg back 
the three horses in front and finished four and a half lengths adrift of the winner, 
Masar.


Dee Ex Bee finished second in the Derby and had three lengths in hand over Saxon 
Warrior at the line. The two horses meet again at the Curragh under identical terms 
but Saxon Warrior had trouble in running and can reverse the form. Masar is being 
saved for another day and Roaring Lion, third in the Derby, is being targeted at the 
Eclipse at Sandown. Kew Gardens won well at Royal Ascot but has something to 
find on form with the two market leaders in the Irish Derby which Saxon Warrior can 
win.


The favourite for the Northumberland Plate is Withhold who is owned by Tony 
Bloom, the chairman of Brighton FC and a renowned successful gambler on racing 
and football and other sports. Withhold landed a huge gamble to win the 
Cesarewitch at Newmarket last October and the money is down again. However, the 
horse is fully exposed and will almost have to be Group class to win this year’s 
Pitman’s Derby. Lightning does often strike twice for the same horse in competitive 
handicaps. 


Withhold is trained by Roger Charlton and he suggested backers should not get too 
excited about a horse carrying 12 pounds more than in the Cesarewitch. The trainer 
said in the Racing Post this week:
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“I don’t see him quite as positively as I did before the Cesarewitch. The odds appear 
very short for a race of this nature and I don’t think punters should get carried away”


The long term objective is the Melbourne Cup so the Newcastle race is a starting 
point and a target. If the horse is too short in the betting there is value further down 
the list and Amazing Red and Natural Scenery have been backed with this in mind 
and Withhold looks vulnerable at the weights.


Today's Sports Betting Preview - By Rick Elliott


It Could Be Spain And Costa’s Year  

If any of you have withdrawal symptoms due to the first day without World Cup 
football for over two weeks today could be a good opportunity to assess who is 
going to win the tournament. One thing we can say without fear of contradiction is 
that it won’t be Germany but it could be England. No one team has stood out and 
man for man you would have to say Belgium have a chance and their reserves are 
better than England’s reserves. However, the team that has quality and experience 
all over the field is SPAIN and they are the selection at 7/2 with Betfair.   


If Spain do reach at least the semi-finals Diego Costa will play in seven matches so 
he must be considered in the top scorer betting. Harry Kane has scored five goals 
and Cristiano Ronaldo one less but they may only have one more match to increase 
their tally. The leading scorer generally plays for a team that reaches the last four as 
he will then play in the final or the match to decide third and fourth place which must 
be the most meaningless fixture in the world. If Spain go all the way its safe to 
assume COSTA will score more goals so he is the bet at 8/1 with William Hill. 


England lost to Belgium in their last group match and now face a potentially easier 
route to the final. However, if they lose to Colombia in the last 16 that will be 
irrelevant. However, the fact is England must beat Colombia and then Sweden or 
Switzerland to reach the semi-finals of the World Cup. That has not happened since 
1990 and ENGLAND are 6/4 with Betfair to get that far. 


There is plenty of cricket, tennis, golf and rugby league action today if you are 
missing World Cup betting. The transition between the group stages and knockout 
rounds has been utilised by ITV4 to show four races from Newcastle this evening. Its 
mainly average sport but the Fillies’ Stakes at 8.05pm is a Group 3 contest offering 
over £34,000 to the winner. SMART CALL is the smart call to win the race and that 
outcome is 2/1 with Ladbrokes.  
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