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TODAY’S FREE SPORTS BETTING TIPS… 
Sean Haren Racing  
Win Bet - Yarmouth 16:55 - Slow To Hand @ 7/2 

Betting Development  
Win Bet - Newton Abbot 15:10 - Dino Velvet @ 4/1 

Northside Racing  
Win Bet - York 14:55 - Onion's Bow @ 5/1 
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Sam Horsfield Can Win Unique Tournament - By Ian 
Hudson


Most golf tournaments are played over four days and consist of 72 holes of stroke 
play. Players often say they would like something different but when it comes down 
to the reality maybe many do not like to be out of their comfort zone of the regular 
format. This week the Belgian Knockout on the European Tour has a unique format 
and host Thomas Pieters could win his own event. As a Ryder Cup player he is a cut 
above the rest of the field and beat the field with his eyes shut.


However, Pieters will have off course duties which may take him away from the 
practice ground. The player from Belgium will be keen for the unique concept to be 
a success in the country of his birth. The event is being promoted by his family’s 
company so he has a vested interest in things going well. Pieters has won nine 
times in Europe and won four points at the Ryder Cup in 2016. He could be good 
enough to carry out the role of host and leading contender but other players are 
preferred.   


The first two days of the tournament will have a familiar feel. The cut will be made 
after 36 holes as usual and 64 players will progress to the knockout rounds. At that 
point matches are played over nine holes but not in matchplay. Each knockout 
match will be decided by strokes and every clash will go the ninth hole. Any tied 
matches will be decided by a sudden-death playoff and the last eight men standing 
will meet from the quarter-final stage to the final on Sunday.  


Belgium last hosted a European Tour event in 2000 when Lee Westwood won the 
Belgium Open. There is no player of that quality in the field this week because 
Westwood is a former world number one who is a multiple winner and Ryder Cup 
player. The only competitor who comes close to that record is Pieters but his focus 
will be elsewhere. There is an argument that the course could provide a refuge from 
his hosting responsibilities but in this case playing will be a distraction.    


Not only is there no course form to assess there is no form in the format and some 
players may enjoy the experience while others may crave what they know best. 
Good judges have suggested that Sam Horsfield is a future winner in Europe so he 
has to be competitive at this level. In a normal week Pieters would be a big favourite 
in this field but this week is far from normal and Horsfield is a viable alternative. 
Joost Luiten and Adrian Otaegui are other players with the ability to contend.  


Its conventional fare on the PGA Tour with the Byron Nelson event at which Billy 
Horschel is the defending champion. It’s a decent field at the top of the betting 
market and Jordan Spieth is the clear favourite. Matt Kuchar is next in the betting 
and he battled with Spieth in the British Open at Royal Birkdale last July but came 
off second best. Sergio Garcia has won his major and become a parent so his focus 
may be reduced and the host course does not suit his game. Adam Scott looks a 
big price and is the standout bet in this field. 
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The best players are now focusing on the US Open, the second major of the season. 
Webb Simpson who won the title in 2012 is now a contender after winning the 
Players Championship in impressive style. The Belgian Knockout is a departure from 
the norm and Horsfield is the player to have on your side. 


Today's Sports Betting Preview - By Rick Elliott


Atletico Madrid Can Win The Europa League 


This was supposed to be the night that Arsene Wenger ended his 22 year career as 
the manager of Arsenal by winning the Europa League but instead he bowed out at 
Huddersfield last Sunday. Atletico Madrid beat Arsenal in the last four and tonight in 
Lyon they are favourites to beat Marseille in the Europa League final. Wenger’s 
Arsenal never won a trophy in Europe and needed to win the Europa League to 
qualify for the Champions League. However, the Wenger era has ended with a sixth 
place finish in the Premier League and no European football next season. The former 
manager of Arsenal is temporarily unemployed and MIKAEL ARTETA has been 
backed into 1/3 with Ladbrokes to take over at the Emirates.  


The players representing Atletico Madrid and Marseille in France tonight won’t be 
concerned how that pans out. They are meeting in the second biggest match in 
Europe and the winner of the trophy qualifies for the Champions League. Atletico are 
already in based on their position in La Liga. Marseille ironically are vying with Lyon 
for the third qualifying place in Ligue 1 so focusing on winning tonight’s final is the 
main issue and the Champions League can take care of itself. Atletico won the 
Europa League in 2010 and 2012 but have been losing finalists in the Champions 
League twice in the last four years. Marseille have defied the odds to make tonight’s 
final so ATLETICO MADRID are the team to back in 90 minutes at 7/10 with Betfair.    


It’s the first day of the York May meeting at which the feature is tomorrow’s Dante 
stakes which is one of the most significant trials for the Derby. It will take an 
exceptional horse to usurp Saxon Warrior as the favourite for the most prestigious 
Flat race in the world. The winner of the Dante is often made the favourite but Saxon 
Warrior is an brilliant horse with the scope to win the Triple Crown. Harry Angel is the 
best horse running at York today but a five pounds penalty may hinder his chances 
in the Duke Of York Stakes at 3.30. On the pick of his best form BRANDO is a viable 
alternative and is on offer at 7/2 with bet365 to win at York today.
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