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Blaklion Can Win The “Whitbread” At Sandown - By Ian 
Hudson


Sandown stages the last day of the jumps season on Saturday and the new season 
begins on Monday even though the first meeting is not until next Saturday. Richard 
Johnson and Nicky Henderson will be honoured as the leading jockey and trainer and 
everyone goes back to zero at the start of next week. The highlight of the season 
finale is the “Whitbread” which is now called the bet365 Gold Cup. Two unlucky 
runners in the Grand National and Scottish version are leading contenders.


Blaklion was brought down at the first fence of the National while The Young Master 
fell at the same obstacle at Ayr last Saturday. Neither horse had a run even though 
they continued rider less. Both horses have top class form from earlier in their careers 
and could be well in at the weights. The bet365 chase is run over three miles five 
furlongs which is two laps of Sandown and there are 24 fences. Horses aged five and 
older are eligible for this handicap chase but experience of the track is important. 
There are seven fences down the back straight and getting in to a rhythm is 
paramount. 


Four horses have won the race twice but there have been no 3-times winners. The 
leading jockey and trainer have not won the race is 1984. The race was first run in 
1957 and it was the first race to be sponsored. A five-year-old has not prevailed in the 
history of the race and only two horses aged six have won it. Since 2000 only four 
winners have carried 11 stone or more and twice in the last three years the winner 
carried the minimum weight of 10 stone. Richard Johnson, Ruby Walsh and AP 
McCoy have had two wins since 2000 and are the leading jockeys of the current era.      


Blaklion was fancied for this year’s National, having finished fourth in the race last 
year. It was unfortunate to be brought down at the first fence and nobody knows what 
might have been. Blaklion was proven over the fences and is a Grade 1 chase winner 
so could have carried the weight. Saturday’s chase should be in his comfort zone and 
Blaklion can win off top weight and The Young Master can make the frame. The horse 
unshipped the jockey right at the beginning of the Scottish National. The prizes are 
handed out, the season ends and the new season begins immediately. 


Punchestown stages the fifth and final day of their festival on Saturday and it’s the last 
day of the jumps season in Ireland. Grand National winning jockey Dave Russell will 
be crowned the champion jockey but the trainer’s title is still up for grabs. Going in to 
the third day of Punchestown on Thursday Willie Mullins had forged ahead after a six-
timer the previous day. He had a strong hand over the rest of the meeting but the 
championship might go down to the wire and the last day of the season. The 
Punchestown Champion Hurdle could be the decider. 


Samcro has never raced out of novice company but that could all change in the 
Grade 1 race that carries €275,000 in prize money. The championship could come 

Tipster Champions League BetFan.com - Page �3

http://BetFan.com
https://members.betfanplus.com/champions


down to one single race and Mullins could have up to five runners. The trainer will 
throw some big guns at the race if the title is on the line. Samcro has done nothing 
wrong and deserves a crack at the Champion. The horse can win at the highest level 
and Elliott can be the leading trainer in Ireland for the first time.     


Today's Sports Betting Preview - By Rick Elliott


Samcro Is The Superstar of The Day 

There are no matches in the Premier League or European competitions tonight 
so there will be huge betting focus on Samcro at Punchestown. The horse is 
trained by Gordon Elliott who led Willie Mullins by about half a million Euro in the 
Irish jumps trainer’s championship at the start of the week. Mullins has had 12 
winners at Punchestown in three days to Elliott’s three and the former is now 
about €420,000 in front. Its all over for Elliott in his quest to be the champion at 
last but SAMCRO can reduce the deficit running for the first time out of novice 
company. The horse is 10/11 with William Hill to win the Punchestown 
Champion Hurdle at 5.30.    


Wolves have won the league in the Championship and promotion to the Premier 
League but the race for second place is alive and kicking. Cardiff have been in 
the box seat for much of the season but Fulham can move above them and into 
second place by beating Sunderland at Craven Cottage tonight. The visitors are 
already relegated which means they will be playing in the third tier of English 
football next season two years after being in the Premier League. Fulham have 
not lost in 22 fixtures in the Championship and have picked up 49 points from a 
possible 57 in 2018. FULHAM -1 is the standout bet in this match at 8/15 with 
Betfair. 


The World Snooker Championship trundles on for 17 days at the Crucible 
Theatre in Sheffield. It’s the Wembley Stadium of the sport even though it’s a 
relatively small arena. Players say the venue has an aura and taking the 
championship away from the Crucible is like running the Grand National away 
from Aintree or staging Wimbledon not in SW7. Ronnie O’Sullivan at his best is 
the best player in the world. He has won five world titles and with Mark Selby 
out in the first round O’SULLIVAN is the man to back at 6/5 with Ladbrokes. He 
starts out against Ali Carter in the second round today.   
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