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TODAY'’S SPORTS BETTING TIPS...

Neo Investments

1 - Win Bet - 15:05 Cork - Routes Choice @ 5/2

ARH Racing

2 - Each Way Bet - 15:35 Sandown - Drops Of Jupitor @ 7/1
Trend Betting

3 - Each Way Bet - 18:15 Kempton (A.W) - Peace Terms @ 9/2
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Form All Dependent On The Going At Chepstow And
Sandown - By lan Hudson

Pending no more rain Chepstow stages the rearranged Welsh Grand National this
Saturday. The original race could not take place at the track due to water logging and
the area needs a dry spell before the race for it to not suffer the same fate. Even if the
marathon contest goes ahead the ground will be desperate and that will favour the
heavy conditions specialists which brings Emperor’s Choice into contention.

Two horses have won the Welsh National this century and also won the original
National at Aintree. Synchronised has won both the race and the Cheltenham Gold
Cup, the only horse to have done the double since 2000. The race is run over more
than three miles and five furlongs and 22 fences are jumped. The last dual winner was
Bonanza Boy in 1988 and 1989 so Emperor’s Choice would be achieving a rare feat
as the horse won the Welsh National in 2014.

A maximum field of 20 runners have been declared but several could be withdrawn if
the underfoot conditions are too demanding. This would be a good case for adopting
a reserve system which means a horse gets into the race when another is withdrawn.
If more rain falls there could be five or more absentees which would impact on each-
way betting. Bookmakers settle each-way bets on the first four at one quarter the
odds in handicaps with 16 runners or more. That would go to three places if only 15
or fewer horses went to post. Conditions will suit Emperor’s Choice.

The horse has struggled for consistency over the last three seasons but as a former
winner of the Welsh National is suited to the course. He can be useful when things fall
into place and that was the case at Haydock last Saturday. Emperor’s Choice plugged
on to win when others had had enough but the race was only seven days ago.
However, off bottom weight Emperor’s Choice looks a good bet at 20/1. Paddy Power
and Betfair are paying out on the first five.

Chepstow and Sandown stage the only Graded races of the day but both are at the
highest level. We Have A Dream could have run in the all-aged Tolworth Hurdle at
Sandown but has been declared for the four-year-old race at Chepstow. In running
against his own age group the horse has a great opportunity to win a Grade 1 contest.
We Have A Dream has been impressive in winning both starts for his yard and has the
potential to go right to the top in the novice hurdle division.

In the absence of We Have A Dream the Tolworth Hurdle looks open and there were
two overnight joint favourites. Western Ryder and Kalashnikov have the same Racing
Post Ratings but Mont Des Avaloirs has a marginal advantage on the figures.
Significantly the horse is proven on testing ground and could show more improvement
than the two leading contenders in the prevailing condition. However, before placing
any bets you should monitor the rainfall at Chepstow and Sandown.
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Today’s Sports Betting Preview - By Rick Elliott

Exeter Could Cause The Big Cup Upset Today

The history books will say that Manchester United and Liverpool progressed to the
fourth round of the FA Cup but both sides required late goals to win their third round
ties. There were some scares along the way but the big favourites in both ties won
their matches so Derby and Everton do not live to fight another day. In the Premier
League era the cream usually rises to the top and one of the Big Four of English
football have won the trophy in eight of the last nine years. UNITED are now the
favourites at 7/2 with William Hill to win the FA Cup this season. Liverpool can be
backed at 9/1.

Portsmouth (2007-08) and Wigan (20120-13) were exceptions but generally a team
with aspirations to qualify for the Champions League run around Wembley (or the
Millenium Stadium in Cardiff) with the trophy each May. Since the top tier in English
football was rebranded for the 1992-93 season only two teams from outside the
Premier League have played in the final but Millwall and Cardiff City lost those
matches without scoring a goal. The average finishing position of the Cup winners is
fourth in the league and its odds-on that figure will be maintained this season. If there
is a huge upset today it could be EXETER beating West Brom at home and that
outcome is 6/1 with Betfair.

There are Grade 1 races at Sandown and Chepstow today and the Welsh National at
the latter track, weather permitting. The going at both turf tracks will be heavy but as
usual it's standard on the All Weather at Kempton and Lingfield. The 3pm race at
Sandown is the final of the 2017 Veteran’s Chase Series and all the runners are aged
11 and older. HOUBLON DES OBEAUX is a mud lover who will have conditions to suit
and the old boy can win this race at 11/1 with William Hill.
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