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TODAY'’S SPORTS BETTING TIPS...

1 - Win Bet - 14:50 Ayr - Charmont @ 6/4
2 - Win Bet - 13:20 Ascot - Divine Spear @ 1/1

3 - Win Bet - 12:00 Uttoxeter - Yasir @ 4/1
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Six Live Matches But You Won't See The Champions -
By Rick Elliott

There are six live TV matches from the Premier League over the Christmas period.
Liverpool and Tottenham are featured twice and all the teams from 2nd to 9th in the
table will be shown. The anomaly is that viewers will not be able to see Manchester
City in live coverage between Friday night and Tuesday evening. That is strange
because City will be the 2017/18 Premier League champions. Some bookmakers
have already paid out customers who have backed City to win the league.

There is a definite air of playing for second place and is it stands Manchester United
are in pole position to finish runners-up. However, the focus may be on the
Champions League at that point when Jose Mourinho believes the league has gone.
Players could be rested before the big European matches which means United will
slip down the table. The pack are gathering but Tottenham could emerge as genuine
contenders for second place even though they are currently 10 points off the pace.

Burnley are the surprise package and reached their highest position in the top flight
since 1975 after playing one more match than the teams around them in the table.
Tottenham can win their two matches covered, away to Burnley and then at home to
Southampton. If they pick up maximum points over Christmas they will be right back
in the mix for Champions League qualification from their league position. That’s on the
cards thanks to two eminently winnable fixtures.

Tottenham have won just two of their last six Premier League matches but that’s a
rare run of average form. The best players have not lost their ability and Mauricio
Pochettino is still one of the best young managers in the game. Overall Tottenham
have under performed over the first half of the season but they have not become a
poor side overnight. They have lost in the league at United, Chelsea and Arsenal but
until recently were seen by some as the second best team in the league.

Arsenal and Liverpool are now vying for second place and the meeting at the Emirates
Stadium on Friday will be critical in that context. The visitors are one point and one
position ahead of their opponents in this match but a win for Arsenal would take them
above Liverpool. The Gunners face uncertainty over the future of Alexis Sanchez and
Mesut Ozil but they can help their current employers beat a Liverpool team whose
defensive frailties are a major concern. Despite these weaknesses Liverpool will have
too much for Swansea at home on Boxing Day.

Leicester were competitive in defeat to Manchester City on penalties in the EFL Cup
in their last home fixture. United are in town on Saturday and this fixture smacks of a
draw. The home side are looking like a competent mid-table outfit and United are the
second most consistent team in the league. Losing to Bristol City in the EFL up is no
more than an annoyance because the club are chasing Champions League honours
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and Mourinho will soon target the competition. United have not been impressive but
the manager is a past master at grinding out results on the road.

Chelsea have a thin squad and the demands of European football have taken their
toll. Everton under Sam Allardyce have become a tough nut to crack so the meeting
at Goodison Park on Saturday could be a scoring draw. The fixture is part of the live
action which will not feature the champions-elect because Manchester City are not
live on television over Christmas.

Today’s Sports Betting Preview - By Rick Elliott

Arsenal and Liverpool are two of the historical superpowers of English football with
massive followings around the world. However, in the modern era of huge overseas
investment in Premier League clubs even millionaire owners cannot compete with the
resources available to Manchester City due to the backing of some of the richest men
in the world. Studies show that there is a relationship between the size of a club’s
wage bill and their average finishing position in the league. Or to put it another way
City have the most money and are the champions elect this season.

Arsene Wenger keeps living to fight another day and is running out of lives. Alexis
Sanchez and Mesut Ozil always seem to be on the brink of leaving the club but
should be playing against Liverpool at the Emirates Stadium tonight. Jurgen Klopp’s
brand of heavy metal football produces many goals but Liverpool continue to show
frailties at the back. ARSENAL have won all but one of their last 14 Premier League
fixtures on their own patch so should be backed tonight at 6/4.

There are six matches in the second round of the darts PDC World Championship
tonight and Michael Van Gerwen is topping the bill. The defending champion and
number one seed plays the 32 seed so the draw has worked out as expected. Van
Gerwen has played James Wilson four times and won every match and is 1/33 to
progress this time. The Dutchman is different class and is only 5/6 with Ladbrokes to
win this match four sets to nil and that is the standout bet of the night.

There is a decent card at Newbury today worth £137,000 over six races which is more
like it after some derisory money on offer during this week. Potentially the best horse
in action is Finian’s Oscar at 2.30pm. The horse won at Grade 1 level over hurdles but
couldn’t keep up with the pace in the Grade 1 Tingle Creek Chase at Sandown 13
days ago. Today’s trip means the horse will be more in his comfort zone and the
ratings suggest FINIAN’S OSCAR should be backed at Evens with William Hill.
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