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Rahm Can Deny Fleetwood Defending In France - By Ian 
Hudson


At first glance at the top of the betting for the Open de France you might think it was 
a regular tournament on the PGA Tour because the first and second favourites 
mainly ply their trade in the United States. Tommy Fleetwood is third in the betting 
behind Justin Thomas and Jon Rahm and his world ranking means he can play in 
any tournament in the world. Fleetwood is the defending champion and suited to 
this week’s host course and is a certainty to play in the Ryder Cup for the first time. 


The countdown has begun for the Open Championship and after this week is all 
links golf. Le Golf National hosts the French Open and the 2018 Ryder Cup and that 
explains the quality of the field. The course puts a premium on accuracy over 
distance. There are many undulations and water hazards. The fairways are average 
in length and the rough can be penal. The two hardest holes are the 17th and 18th 
so there could be a swing of shots at the end of the tournament. Fleetwood has the 
game to handle the course this week and in the Ryder Cup in September.


However, another player is preferred who is one of just two players in the field above 
Fleetwood in the golf world rankings. Fleetwood is at number 10 in the standings, 
eight places below Thomas but just five below Rahm who ticks all the boxes for this 
week’s challenge in France and is the main tip to win the Open de France. The 
course may play differently during the Ryder Cup but winning experience will help 
Rahm when he faces the US team for Europe in three months.     


This week’s event is part of the lucrative Rolex Series which means there is a huge 
prize fund and that could also contribute to the quality of the field. Golfers are 
basically self-employed professionals so they have to play in events at which they 
have reasonable expectations of winning the most amount of money. Any player that 
misses the cut receives no income but still has to meet the costs of competing.  
Thomas will be interested to play on the Ryder Cup course but the money helps.


The current US PGA champion is one of the hottest players on tour and he is 
destined to win more majors. One of his mates is Jordan Spieth who only requires 
the PGA Championship to complete the career Grand Slam. So the two friends have 
won the four championships that mean most as a team. Spieth looks favourite to 
win the lot first but Thomas can have a good week in France without winning. The 
trip is about playing the Ryder Cup course.  


Rahm was the only player to win more than once in the Rolex Series last season. He 
won the Irish Open and DP World Tour Championship and came 10th in the Open de 
France. He had a bogey free final round and generally had a good week on the 
greens. He has also posted impressive stats for putting this season and a win at the 
Spanish Open means he is playing with confidence allied to course form. Fleetwood 
finished second in the US Open and is at the top of his game but he could be 
mentally drained. 
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If Rahm does not play at his best or struggles on the greens an alternative is a 
player who combines strong course form and excellent current form. Thorbjorn 
Olesen’s last round of a tournament was a 61 in the BMW International Open which 
wasn’t quite enough to win the event. He won the Italian Open earlier this month and 
had two top three finishes at le Golf National. Olesen has now won five European 
Tour events and all the credentials suggest he can win his sixth this week in France 
but may have to settle for a place behind Rahm.   


Today's Sports Betting Preview - By Rick Elliott


Brazil And Germany Will Not Be Going Home Just Yet 

Brazil and Germany have won the World Cup nine times in total so it would be the 
sporting shock of the century if both failed to qualify for the knockout stages this 
time. A freakish set of results in today’s final fixtures in Group E and F could see the 
superpowers of South American and European football be on their way home after 
the group stage. It would be a bigger shock than Leicester winning the Premier 
League. 


Germany are up against South Korea and Brazil face Serbia in the group deciders 
today and its unthinkable that both don’t win these matches and qualify for the 
elimination rounds. There have been 40 matches in the World Cup so far and the 
favourites have won 24 times. The DOUBLE on Germany and Brazil pays 4/5 with 
William Hill and these two favourites cannot be opposed. 


It is the 14th day of matches in the World Cup and all the favourites have won on 
just two of those days. There has been one goalless draw so far and the stalemate 
between France and Denmark yesterday was a relief for one bookmaker who offered 
40/1 that there would be at least one goal in every match. Exactly half the fixtures 
have been won to nil and the average number of goals is 2.63 per match. 


Mexico are the favourites in the meeting with Sweden and Switzerland are the 
favourites against Costa Rica. Statistically one of these matches will be a draw but 
the DOUBLE on two tied matches pays over 9/1 with William Hill.  Today the 
accumulator on the four favourites looks vulnerable even though the two big guns 
should win. Meanwhile ENGLAND are now fifth in the betting to win the World Cup 
and that outcome can be backed at 9/1 with Betfair.  


In the week after Royal Ascot the racing trundles on but with some decent fare 
especially at Carlisle. It’s the Northumberland Plate and Irish Derby on Saturday and 
the respective favourites are Withhold and Saxon Warrior who both look good 
things. The Carlisle Bell Handicap (3.30pm) is a mile race that has attracted 17 
runners so each way bets are settled for four places. VIVE LA DIFFERENCE makes 
plenty of appeal at 7/1 with William Hill.  
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