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Winning Way
Win Bet - Goodwood 18:05 - Pastoral Player @ 7/2

Betting Development
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Cracksman Is A Banker For Royal Ascot - By lan Hudson

Royal Ascot is the best Flat meeting in the world and provides five days of the best
racing of the year over which time there are 18 Group races. There is a highlight
each day at 4.20pm and Cracksman is the best horse in the Prince of Wales’s
Stakes on Wednesday. Stradivarius could develop into an even better stayer and
can win the Gold Cup the following day. Without Parole is the horse to back in the St
James’s Palace Stakes on the first day of the meeting.

The Royal meeting is the Flat’s equivalent of the National Hunt Festival at
Cheltenham. However, it is more an early summer championship meeting than the
climax of the jumps that Cheltenham has now become. Cheltenham appeals to
anyone who bets on horses but Royal Ascot is slightly different because what you
are wearing is as just as important as the bets. There is over £5 million pounds up
for grabs and the fixture is televised all over the world.

An amazing amount of food is eaten over the five days but the alcohol consumption
is no longer announced. Security should prevent any unsavoury incidents so people
will feel comfortable as they study the form. There are sometimes odds-on
favourites but Cracksman is one of the fancied runners who should prevail. The
horse is one of the shortest priced in ante post lists but can be backed at odds-
against which indicates the competitive nature of the racing at the meeting the
Queen always attends.

Cracksman came third in the Derby and then produced more solid Group 1 form.
However, ridden by Frankie Dettori the horse was hating Epsom and the ground in
the Coronation Cup which he won with nothing to spare having looked like being
booked for second place for most of the straight. Cracksman was not at his best at
Epsom but has impressed in his other runs. Eminent could take him on but the
horse ran poorly at Chester last month but finished less than a length behind
Cracksman in the Derby.

On Derby form the two horses should be closer together in the betting and on each
way value Eminent is the horse to back. Reversing the Derby form could be difficult
but the trainer can see him running a big race and even beating Cracksman. Martyn
Meade trains Eminent and he was quoted in the Racing Post last week saying:

“I’'ve got the utmost confidence in my horse. He had a good season last term, it was
just winning that Group missed out on: I’'m pretty confident”

Cracksman has improved since the Derby but is not unbeatable and Eminent could
be the horse to just that but the most likely winner is the favourite.

Big Orange beat Order Of St George narrowly in the Gold Cup last year. The horse is
absent this time so Order Of St George could win the race for the second time in
three years but Stradivarius is fancied to come first. The John Gosden trained runner
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was very impressive in the Yorkshire Cup and can give the trainer is first win in the
Gold Cup. Order Of St George may have gone to the well too many times and
Stradivarius can benefit if age catches up with that horse.

Without Parole has something to find on form and ratings but has the ability to win a
race like the St James’s Palace Stakes on the Tuesday. The horse is relatively
inexperienced but can run to a higher level than in the past and will be a tough nut
to crack. However, Cracksman is one of the bankers of Royal Ascot.

Today’s Sports Betting Preview - By Rick Elliott

Portugal V Spain Looks Like A Draw

The World Cup got of to a great start for the hosts Russia with a 5-0 win against
Saudi Arabia. The average number of goals per match in the tournament stands at 5
but that figure will drop after today’s three matches. Russia scored more goals than
any other team in an opening fixture and the hosts have not scored as many goals in
their first match before. RUSSIA are now 50/1 with William Hill to win their World
Cup.

The first match today is Egypt against Uruguay in Group A, which is Russia’s group.
This potentially is a clash between Liverpool strikers past and present. Luis Suarez
has scored 51 goals in 98 matches for Uruguay and Mo Salah is Egypt’s talisman
and best player. Only one of Egypt’s last 32 matches has produced more than three
goals. Salah plays and that is a massive positive. However, URUGUAY are strong at
both ends of the field and are the bet at 6/10 with Ladbrokes.

Who would have thought that in the middle of June during a working day we would
be avidly watching a football match between Morocco and Iran...but that’s the
World Cup.? It only comes around once every four years and the three matches a
day format at the start of the group stages is one of the attractions. MOROCCO did
not concede a goal in six consecutive matches in qualifying are at 13/10 with Betfair
to win.

The first blockbuster match of the World Cup brings together Portugal and Spain in
the Iberian derby. Cristiano Ronaldo has scored at least one goal in the last three
World Cups going back to the 2006 tournament. Spain still have a number of players
from the 2010 World Cup win including Andreas Iniesta who has played 127 times
for his country. The DRAW would not be a bad result for either side and that
outcome is 11/5 with bet365.

It might be hard to believe but there is actually some other sport taking place,
including four Flat meetings in Britain and two over jumps. York invests in prize
money and even today’s relatively low key fixture has £162,000 up for grabs. The
most lucrative race is the fillies’ handicap at 4.40pm. On ratings and form MADE IN
INDIA is the horse to back at 5/2 with Paddy Power.
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