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Derby Day Wins For Liverpool And Manchester City - By 
Ian Hudson


Liverpool played the biggest game of the season and one of the most important 
in recent years against Manchester City in the Champions League at Anfield on 
Wednesday. However, some fans would swap a win in that match for three 
points against Everton at Goodison Park on Saturday. Beating the team from up 
the road is more important than qualifying for the semi-finals of the Champions 
League. Second place is up for grabs but Everton are only playing for local 
pride. 


Manchester United are second in the Premier League, two points ahead of 
Liverpool and with a game in hand. Tottenham are two points further back but 
they have played one less fixture than Liverpool. There is little practical 
difference between finishing second and third but the fourth qualifier has to play 
a knockout tie to get into the group stages. That means a match at the end of 
July which disrupts pre-season.


Tipster Champions League BetFan.com - Page �3

http://BetFan.com
https://members.betfanplus.com/champions


The derby match with Everton could be pivotal in deciding where Liverpool 
finish in the league and hence their Champions League involvement. A win 
would take them above United who play away at Manchester City later in the 
day. Everton are becalmed in mid-table safety, free from relegation issues but 
with no chance of qualifying for the Europa League. Liverpool have all the 
incentive and motivation and that will be crucial so they can beat their local 
rivals.


United fans are facing the nightmare scenario of City winning the league if they 
win this derby. They would be 19 points clear with six matches to go and on the 
basis of three points for a win the implications are obvious. From the start of the 
seaon City have never not looked like winning the league and United won’t stop 
them this late in the day. However, the visitors to the Etihad could delay the 
inevitable by avoiding defeat. A draw would leave the gap at 16 points and job 
not quite done. 

  

If United finish second in the Premier League and win the FA Cup Jose 
Mourinho would feel its been a good season. However, he was recruited to 
make United competitive in the two competitions that matter most and that has 
not happened in more than one season. It feels like United must win the Premier 
League or Champions League next season or Mourinho would be gone. His 
reaction to the abject defeat to Sevilla in the Champions League was not that of 
a man in it for the long haul. 


Just as some Liverpool fans would take beating Everton over a huge win against 
City United supporters would forgive Mourinho a lot if they beat City in this 
upcoming match. it’s a question of how much local pride can inspire a team to 
try their best when there is very little on the line. Other things being equal City 
would win this match so they should beat United and clinch a third Premier 
League title in six years.

 

Saturday is being promoted as a huge derby day double. There are similarities in 
both matches in that they bring together a side with mot much at stake and 
opponents with issues on the line. Motivation can see wins for Liverpool and 
Manchester City.
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Today’s Sports Betting Preview - By Rick Elliott


Poulter Has Momentum In The US Masters 

The word momentum is often used in sport to indicate that a team or player is 
on a roll and playing well. Its an unproven theory but in a game like golf a player 
in form will have confidence and confidence is more important than momentum. 
Ian Poulter planned to go to Augusta to work as a pundit on the US Masters. 
However, he won the Houston Open on Sunday after a playoff to earn the last 
qualifying place in the first major of the season. Poulter now has a two year 
exemption on the US PGA Tour which means he can play where he chooses. 
The next stage of his career begins in the US Masters today and POULTER is 
55/1 with bet365 to win the Green Jacket. 


The Arsenal fan has a 16:48 UK tee-time which means he will on the back nine 
when his team kick-off at home against CSKA Moscow in the first leg of their 
quarter-final tie in the Europa League. You would have thought the committee at 
Augusta would have given Poulter an early start so he could relax after his round 
to watch his team. The Russians have scored 18 goals in the Europa League 
this season but only two have come before the last minute of the first half. 
Arsenal beat Stoke 3-0 in their latest Premier League match at home but there 
was no score at half-time. Correct score betting is fraught with danger but there 
could be some value in backing NO GOALS in the first half at 9/4 with William 
Hill.  


It’s the first day of the Grand National meeting at Aintree this time last week. 
There are four Grade 1 races on the Thursday which is unique in the British 
jumps racing calendar. There are four weeks between Cheltenham and Aintree 
this year which means more horses will run at both meetings but Gold Cup 
winner Native River has been put away for the season. There are just two All-
Weather fixtures in the UK today and nothing in Ireland. It’s like chalk and 
cheese compared to the sport at Aintree next week. Great Order is the nap of 
the day (Chelmsford 6.45) but you won’t get rich betting at 1/2. So we should go 
the EXTRA MILE and back a horse with that name in the 7.15 at 5/2 with 
Ladbrokes when Poulter will be playing the last few holes. 
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