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Tiger Woods Can Win Another Bay Hill Title - By Ian Hudson


In 1986 Jack Nicklaus won the US Masters six years after his previous major 
championship win. Tiger Woods won the last of his 14 majors in 2008 but he is now 
the second favourite to win the US Masters for the fifth time. The former world 
number one is playing in the Arnold Palmer Invitational this week and he is the 
favourite for the event. Woods combines course form and current form and is in great 
shape to get his career back on track by winning this title.


Woods looked on course to surpass Nicklaus’s tally of 18 majors but he has not won 
one since the age of 32. A professional golfer is at his peak in his thirties so its 
amazing that Woods has not won a major during the last eight years of his fourth 
decade. Injuries have blighted his career for about five years and his personal life has 
not helped his golf on the course. Woods can win the Arnold Palmer event for the 
ninth time and go to Augusta full of confidence. 


This week’s tournament is synonomus with the Bay Hill course in Orlando, Florida. It 
is generally a tough track and its rare for a player to record four rounds below 70. Bay 
Hill has hosted this tournament under a number of titles since 1979. Woods won here 
four years in a row from 2000 to 2003 and he has by far the best course form in the 
field. He was joint second in the Valspar Championship last week, finishing just one 
shot behind the winner, Paul Casey. Woods can go one better at Bay Hill. 


Water is a feature of 7 holes, although it doesn’t always come into play for the 
professionals. However, it is a factor on the 18th hole. The traditional Sunday pin 
position encourages an approach over water. None of the four par 3s are easy but the 

Tipster Champions League BetFan.com - Page �3

https://members.betfanplus.com/champions
http://BetFan.com


long holes will provide plenty of eagle and birdie opportunities. The greens are above 
average in size and have many slopes. The course is a good fit for Woods and this is 
the ideal location for another PGA Tour win.


Last November Woods was 80/1 to win the 2018 US Masters but his price has 
tumbled to 12/1. He is the second favourite behind Dustin Johnson but the market 
leader for Bay Hill this week. A Woods at his best would demolish this field and he 
looked close to it last weekend. He did nothing wrong down the stretch but Casey 
came from well off the pace with a 65 to win in the States for the first time since 2011. 
The English player is now 25/1 to win the Masters Tournament. 


Rory McIlroy plays this week and he needs a strong tournament. He made a decent 
start to the year in European Tour events but has struggled in the States. His main 
focus is the US Masters, the only major he has not won. Only five players, including 
Woods, have completed the career Grand Slam by winning each of the four majors at 
least once. McIlroy is not suited to this week’s course so there could be more 
frustration as he searches for his best game. Tommy Fleetwood and Justin Rose are 
playing in Orlando this week. 

     

The perfect scenario would be Woods and McIlroy fighting out the Masters in the final 
round. If he won McIlroy would deserve the Grand Slam but Woods would also be a 
worthy winner. There is a dress rehearsal this week and Woods can prevail to record 
yet another win at Bay Hill. 


Today’s Sports Betting Preview - By Rick Elliott


Black Op Can Upset the Hot Pot In The First  

Good morning and happy Cheltenham Festival day 2. Readers of yesterday’s preview 
are sitting pretty after Summerville Boy and Coo Star Sivola did the business. It was a 
draw between bookmakers and punters as three favourites won but Apples’s Jade 
was turned over as the odd-on favourite. Today the name on everybody’s lips is 
Samcro in the Ballymore Properties Hurdle (1.30). 


There were five odd-on favourites in ante post betting and the accumulator paid 10/1. 
The worst case scenario for the bookies of all winning is not possible now after 
Apple’s Jade was only third in the mare’s hurdle. Samcro is the next odd-on shot to 
run and the horse looks vulnerable in a field of unexposed novices. Samcro has only 
won at Grade 3 level but BLACK OP was unlucky not to win a Grade 2 race and the 
horse can beat the favourite at 10/1 with William Hill. 


The clash of the week is on in the Champion Chase. Willie Mullins has said in the past 
that Douvan is the best horse he has trained and Altior is the best chaser in training in 
Britain. It’s been a question of will they/won’t they but both horses are engaged today. 
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Douvan is a dual festival winner as is ALTIOR and the latter is preferred. The horse 
remains unbeaten over obstacles so should be backed at 11/10 with Ladbrokes. 


The romantics would like to see Black Corton win the RSA Chase. The horse has won 
eight chases this season and will be ridden by Bryony Frost who is one of the stories 
of the campaign. Black Corton won the Grade 1 novices’ chase at Kempton on 
Boxing Day so is proven at the highest level. Presenting Percy won at the meeting last 
year and that is a massive positive. However, MONALEE acts on heavy, has won a 
Grade 1 novices’ chase and is the standout bet at 7/2 with Coral.  


Chelsea are up against it in the Champions League tonight. They are playing at 
Barcelona in the second leg of their last 16 tie and the first match at Stamford Bridge 
ended in a one-one draw. Chelsea have only failed to score in one of their last 12 
fixtures in the Champions League and Barcelona always find the net at home. 
Therefore, the logical bet is BOTH TEAMS TO SCORE at 17/20 with Betfair. 
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